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National Close the Gap Day- 18 March 

We maximise employment opportunities for Aboriginal people within our organisation. More than
60% of our team are Aboriginal.
Cultural safety is central in our service. This means people feel more comfortable to yarn about
their needs and how we might be able to help.
We support tenants to have stable housing. We connect people to wrap-around services when they
need them.
We support Aboriginal training. We have two Aboriginal trainees.
We make sure there are funds for property improvement through our not-for-profit approach and
through applying for grants and tenders.
We invest in community development projects.
We buy from Aboriginal businesses whenever possible. This keeps the money we spend within
Aboriginal families and communities.

Close the Gap is a national effort to improve the health of Aboriginal people and support our Elders to
live longer. Health and wellbeing are shaped by different parts of our lives, including our identity and
connection to culture: employment and training opportunities; as well as where we live and spend most
of our time.

As an Aboriginal-led organisations, Closing the Gap is central to Many Rivers 'vision'. We seek to Close
the Gap in Aboriginal Wellbeing through housing, partnerships, and community development.
Housing that is appropriate and affordable is essential. It supports people to raise their families, to
study and gain employment.

Along with delivering safe housing, Many Rivers works to Close the Gap in other ways.

We are proud of what we do every day to Close the Gap.



Housing News  

Many Rivers invited Aunty Noleen from our local Aboriginal Medical Service (AMS) to draw the winners
from our rent payment prize draw.

Congratulations to our winners!
1st Prize: Ruth Dunn, $1,000 EFTPOS card
2nd Prize: Debbie Simon, $800 EFTPOS card
3rd Prize: Leonie Ridgeway: $800 EFTPOS card

Awesome work to everyone who kept up their rent payments over the Christmas holiday period!
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Good News Story 
Rent Payment Prize Draw 

Kempsey Clean Up Day

Many Rivers was proud to have participated in a Clean Up Day in West Kempsey!
Many Rivers staff members visited the West Kempsey area around Gordon Nixon Drive/Leith St
and North Street, to support our tenants and help clean up around the properties and parks.
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Tenant Damages and Charges 
What is Tenant Damage?

What happens if it wasn’t me?

How do charges for tenant damage work?

Why do tenant damage charges exist? 

Broken windows.
Blocked drains or toilets due to foreign objects such as shampoo bottles, toys, and kitchen fats.
Damage to walls and doors.
broken or removed smoke alarms.

Tenant damage is any damage to the home caused by tenants, occupants, or visitors.
Some examples include:

Even if the damage is caused by accident, you are still responsible.

Tenants are responsible for any damage or act by any person who lives in or visits their home. This
is what it says in your Residential Tenancy Agreement.
Tenants can apply through Victims of Crime to cover the cost of damages, if the damage is caused
because of domestic and Family Violence or due to another crime where someone has been
charged.Many Rivers can assist you with this process.

The Many Rivers team member's will arrange for urgent health and safety damages to be repaired
by a local tradesman. Many Rivers then, works with the tenant to arrange a payment plan to cover
the cost of repairs.

The law states that it is  the responsibility of a tenant to protect and maintain the property. Tenant
damage charges are part of this responsibility.
Tenant damage charges ensure community housing is available for future generations.
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Serious electrical faults
Serious water leaks
Sewerage problems

Many Rivers provides a 24/7 repairs and maintenance service by calling 6562 2576.

Urgent repairs can be fixed after hours. These are:

If it is after hours, call the number, follow the prompts and you will be directed to the on-call mobile.
If you need to leave a message, please include your full name, contact number and property address.
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COVID Vaccine Rollout 
Why get the COVID Vaccine ?

Vaccines strengthen your immune system by training it to recognise and fight against specific viruses
and are the most effective way to protect against infectious diseases.
When you get vaccinated you are protecting yourself and your communty.

The  COVID Vaccinations are now at the first (1B) stage 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people over 55
years old
If you are over 70 years old
Health care, aged care and disability workers
People with certain long term health conditions and
disability 

Who can have a COVID vaccine in the first (1B) stage?

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people between the ages of 18 years - 54 years will be
eligible to have the COVID vaccine in the next stage (2a).

After Hours Contacts
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Always watch your children when a vehicle is to be moved. Hold their
hand, or hold them close to keep them safe.

Many small children, particularly toddlers, are run over in driveways.
April School Holidays are fast approaching. This means more kids out and
about near driveways and roads. 

What can you do to prevent such a tragedy?

·
If you are the only adult at home and need to move a vehicle place child securely in the vehicle
with you while you move it.
A driveway is a small road. Discourage children from using it as a play area.
Be aware of your vehicles blind- spots. Blind-spots are areas outside the car that a driver cannot
see. Learn the best way to use the mirrors and any reversing aids in your vehicle.
Make sure you check before reversing. Make sure kids are not riding, standing, or playing behind
the vehicle.
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Driveway Safety

 

Community Services and Tenant Support 

Aboriginal Housing Office (AHO) Home Ownership Scheme

The AHO supports people to buy their own home. The Home Ownership Deposit Scheme, funding for
eligible Aboriginal people, to help them buy their own home.
For more information visit the website:
https://www.aho.nsw.gov.au/general-home-ownership-information
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Dreamtime Story
How the Kangaroos got their tails 

I'm going to tell you a story about how the kangaroos got their tails.
In the early days, in the Dreamtime, there were two Kangaroos who lived in this country.
One came from the hills, the other from the plains.

The plains kangaroo was a big kangaroo with long arms and long legs.
The hill kangaroo was small kangaroo with short arms and short legs.

One day the short-armed kangaroo was walking around hunting for sugarbag (wild bush honey).
You can find sugarbag by watching the bees and following them to their hive where they make honey.
He really liked sugarbag, that short-armed kangaroo, so he kept on looking and looking until he found some in a
hole in a rock.

He reached just inside that hole and pulled out a handful of sugarbag and ate it. Mmmm. It was good tucker!
Now that big kangaroo was hungry for sugarbag himself! he sat down next to the short- armed Kangaroo.
"Hey, what are you eating?." he said.
"I'm eating sugarbag," said the short-armed kangaroo.

"You've got long arms, you can reach right down and get some too!"
So that big kangaroo put his long arm deep into the hole and pulled out a handful of spiders!
"Try again," said the short-armed kangaroo.

"Put your arm right down into the hole - that's where the sugarbag is!"
So the big kangaroo put his hand into the hole again..... but only pulled out more spiders.

The short-armed kangaroo kept reaching just inside the hole... and pulling out more and more sugarbag. Pretty
soon he'd eaten it all himself.
The big kangaroo went wild! That short-armed kangaroo had tricked him!

He went over to a white gum tree and broke off a stick.
The short-armed kangaroo thought he'd better get a stick too. He went and broke one off a red bloodwood tree.
And they started to fight. They hit each other over the head with those sticks until the big kangaroo ran away.

Well that short-armed kangaroo threw his stick and it stuck right into the big kangaroo.
That made the big kangaroo even more wild, so he turned around and threw his stick.
It stuck right into the short-armed kangaroo.

Then they each hopped away back to thier own country. The big kangaroo went back to the low country where
the sugar-grass grows, and the short-armed kangaroo hopped away up into the hills.
" I am a sugar-grass country man now," said that big, red, plains kangaroo. "I will live here forever!"

"And I am a boulder country man, "that short - armed kangaroo said.
"I will live in the hills amongst the boulders and spinifex."
And they are still there today. When you see them you will know how they got their tails.


